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brush away these difficulties and "to explain everything which meets 
the eye on the printed page." Of the twelve chapters contained in the 
book the first four, on "The Earliest Form of Writing in Israel," "The 
Two Hebrew Scripts," "The Change of Script," and "The Preservation 
of the Text," are mainly hypothetical, and necessarily so, because of the 
meagerness of the data. The presentation of the numerous theories, 
without reaching satisfactory conclusions, will be enlightening, but not 
satisfying, to the initiate in Hebrew lore. The discussion of the rise 
and growth of the Massoretic system of vowel-points, and the origin 
and purpose of the various letters, divisions, and readings scattered 
through the text, is concise, clear, and helpful. The different sys- 
tems of punctuation, the significance of marginal readings, and the 
most important manuscripts receive due attention. The book is illus- 
trated by drawings of some ancient Phoenician inscriptions, and of 
reproductions of important Hebrew manuscripts. — The Tabernacle and 
Its Priests and Services : described and considered in relation to Christ 
and the church. By William Brown. Sixth edition, revised and 
enlarged. (Edinburgh and London : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, 
1899; pp. 315; 3s. 6d.) This excessively elaborate discussion leaves 
the reader in no doubt as to the author's conceptions of the ancient 
tabernacle. But the sober interpreter of Scripture must seriously 
question that method of procedure which extracts from all the various 
parts of the tabernacle foregleams of every New Testament gospel 
truth. We look in vain for any discussion of the tabernacle such as 
recent criticism would seem to require. — Ira M. Price. 

Markus-Studien. Von Dr. H. P. Chajes. (Berlin : C. A. Schwetschke 
& Sohn, 1899 ; pp. 78; M. 2.) The thesis of the author is that prior 
to the synoptic gospels there were Christian documents written in the 
Hebrew language, probably for use in the synagogue ; that portions of 
these documents were incorporated by the synoptists through translation 
(or mistranslation) into their writings. Thus in Mark 3 : 5 they errone- 
ously rendered "with anger" for "with pity;" in 3:17, "sons of 
thunder" for "sons of trembling;" in 10:21, "loved him" for 
"wished him well." Hence the hypothetical original Hebrew docu- 
ments become a means through manipulation of which the desired 
meaning of a difficult passage may be obtained, or the harmonization 
of variations effected. Not only do the particular results of the author 
appear doubtful, but the thesis itself seems far from being established. 
— Theories of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. By James Marchant. 
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(London: Williams & Norgate, 1899; pp. viii -[-122; 2s.) The 
author examines in succession three theories of the resurrection of 
Jesus: (1) the swoon theory — first advocated by Paulus, and still 
having English adherents ; (2) the vision and apparition theories 
— advocated by Strauss and Dr. Martineau ; (3) the theory of con- 
spiracy — advocated by John Vickers in a book entitled The Real Jesus : 
A Review of His Life, Character, and Death, from a Jewish Standpoint. 
In answer to these theories the author does not attempt to meet theory 
with philosophy, but instead urges the historic facts narrated in the 
gospels. Herein lies the value and strength of the book. It is, how- 
ever, also the place of its greatest weakness, for, though appealing to 
history, it does so uncritically, or rather ignoring criticism. All 
statements of the gospel writers are regarded as having equal historical 
value. Thus the usefulness of the book is limited to a great extent to 
the class of uncritical readers.— Wm. R. Schoemaker. 

Christenverfolgungen. Geschichte ihrer Ursachen im Romerreiche. 
Von J. E. Weis, Dr. phil. (=Veroffentlichungen aus dem kirchenhisto- 
rischen Seminar, Miinchen, No. 2.) (Miinchen : J.J. Lentner'sche Buch- 
handlung, 1899; pp. xii -(-179; M. 2.40.) The problems connected with 
the attitude of the Roman empire toward the Christians have been 
subjected during the past decade to a very careful reexamination from 
many quarters. They have been attacked largely in detail, however, 
and therefore a summary of results, with the presentation of the sub- 
ject in its historical development, such as is given in this treatise, is 
most welcome. It is the outcome of work done in the church-history 
seminar at Munich. Weis has made a very thorough study of the 
sources and of recent literature. English works like those of Hardy 
and Ramsay receive careful consideration. The only omissions of 
importance in the references are the later articles of Mommsen, San- 
day, and Ramsay in the Expositor of 1893-4. The conclusion of Weis 
on the contested problem of persecution "for the name" is that 
Christians were persecuted as such even under Nero. He holds that 
under Trajan the milder policy consisted in the endeavor to secure 
from the accused Christian a renunciation of his faith with the assurance 
that his past would not weigh against him. From that time on the policy 
of the administration was to induce apostasy in every way. This pur- 
pose of repression yielded to a policy of oppression under Decius. Weis 
emphasizes very strongly the view that the mere fact of being a Chris- 
tian was in practically every case the ground of imperial action. It is 



